
ecoLAB is an experimentation laboratory at the intersection between 
ecology, art and open electronics. 

 
It generates subjectivities and dynamics in relation to the biosphere 
and its ecosystems through the implementation of eco-technologies 

(high-tech and low-tech).

It is a node of knowledge that generates education, research and 
production areas focused on the ecological, social and technological 

challenges that today’s society is faced with. 

Lead photo: digital fabrication processes, Susanna Tesconi.



Gijón

Plataforma Cero LABoral’s 
production, research and resources centre, 

coordinated by Pedro Soler
fabLAB 
LABees

http://www.laboralcentrodearte.org/es/plataformacero


ASTUR BIO-REGION

150 years of industrialisation

close connection between urban and rural zones

transition from post-industrial and agrarian society to metropolitan, computerised 
society

 



two years ago Asturian collectives Libélula Huerta and Huerta Guerrilla devised a series of citizen participation 
activities linked to agriculture and sustainability for Patio Sur (the southern courtyard)

February 2011, curator Pedro Soler. 

volunteers from Asturias, Euskadi, Galicia, Catalonia, Italy and Portugal. 
local, national and international context

ecoLAB is a point of visualisation and interaction between different regional initiatives that carry out research 
in the fields of natural resources, territorial development and agro ecology. 

TEAMWORK METHODOLOGIES 

based on horizontality, transparency and the value of 
process. 

Inspired by hacklabs and self-organisation practices

a free and participatory model

central decision-making organ is the assembly
Re-inventing “andecha”, Asturian villages

ecoLAB
wiki 

APPLIED OBSERVATION OF 
SPACE 

bioregionalism
“social ecology”

( Murray Bookchin )

three ecological registers:

 - the environment
- social relations

- human subjectivity

(Félix Guattari, The Three 
Ecologies)

http://www.laboralcentrodearte.org/es/plataformacero/ecolab
http://ecolab.plataformacero.cc/wiki/index.php/P%C3%A1gina_Principal


PATIO SUR, SOUTHERN COURTYARD 
Narratives  of a non-garden

 an entropic space
Patio Sur as the hub for meeting and experimentation 

Monitoring 
biodiversity inventory 

deployment of networked temperature, light and humidity sensors. 



combines the intelligence of cutting-edge technologies with those of 
traditional forms of knowledge, 

sets up processes in search of autonomy in resource and 
environmental management, 

and generates other narratives of the environment in which we live. 

use of eco-technologies

(low - high tech) for the development of low cost urban agriculture 
models. 

Cova dos Ratos 
Re-farm the City 
 
 
architecture
field of experimentation for sustainable infrastructures that can 
contribute to the production of knowledge for managing the 
environment.

Zoohaus-Inteligencias Colectivas

DESIGN CRITERIA 

Permaculture is the conscious design and maintenance of  agriculturally 
productive ecosystems which have the diversity, stability, and 
resilience of natural ecosystems (…) Permaculture design is a 

system of assembling conceptual, material and strategic 
components in a pattern which functions to benefit life in all its forms. 

Definition of Permaculture on the wall of Rhuba Phoil Permaculture Centre (Island of Skye, 
Scotland).  

http://www.sindominio.net/caleidoskopio/contacto.php
http://www.refarmthecity.org/
http://www.inteligenciascolectivas.org/
http://www.inteligenciascolectivas.org/


PUBLIC EVENTS

March open day: collective sowing of local vegetables varieties,
games and prototypes created by Susanna Tesconi.

June, International Environment Day  participation of high school students, 
construction of a solar oven and eco-stamps

EDUCATIONAL FUNCTIONS

knowledge in the sense of something that is constructed collaboratively and generated through 
artistic action, from DIY (Do It Yourself) to DIT (Do It Together). 

It aims to overcome the digital and technological divide and to reestablish and redefine the 
relationship between participants and their environment. 

Seminars:
Susana Tesconi’s FreeKids project 
“Pedagogies of Everyday Space”



SUMMERLAB 2011
ecoLAB NODE

Cinthia Mendoza: A garden for epicuro
 Un Jardín para Epicuro. 

http://jardimeletronico.wordpress.com/


September 2011



in-doors space
Showing work in progress
30th september 2011









The construction of a global, open, conected, relational garden
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